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RUDD, ROCKFORD, MARBLE ROCK SCHOOL 
 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 
The Rudd, Rockford, Marble School Dicstrict in partnership with the 
community is committed to providing an enviroment conducive to 
developing lifelong learners capable of being successful, responsible,  
Contributing members of an ever-changing world. 

 
 
 

7TH GRADE GEOGRAPHY 
 
Geography is a year long course.  The first semester emphasizes a  
basic understanding of the essentials of geography.  The second  
semester focuses on the continents of the world by analyzing  
geographical, cultural and political aspects of selected countries.   
This is done through course work, research projects, guest speakers,  
and map study. 
 
 

8TH GRADE AMERICAN HISTORY 
 
American History is a year long course.  The time period studied is from exploration to 
the civil war.  The cultural, geographical and political implications of major historical 
events is studied.  This is achieved through course work, map study, research projects 
and essays. 
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JUNIOR HIGH PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

In junior high PE, students will take part in several familiar and unfamiliar team activities.  
Students will be expected (and graded on) to participate, wear proper attire, and have a 
positive attitude.  Each student will receive a lock and locker to keep their belongings in.  
We will also complete the Presidential Physical Fitness Program which tests overall 
fitness level. 
 

7TH AND 8TH GRADE HEALTH 
 

7th grade Health focuses on the human body and well-being.  Nutrition, safety and 
survival skills, substance abuse/nonuse, health resources, human sexuality, and 
prevention of disease will be discussed.  8th grade Health deals with relationship issues 
(family and interpersonal), self-esteem, stress management, and emotional health.  
Both classes will emphasize personal responsibility and require students to be active 
participants in discussion and activities. 
 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL MATHEMATICS 
 

Middle School Math features an in-depth approach that integrates 
algebra, geometry, and statistics in a format that appeals to middle 
school students.  Introduces relevant applications and connections 
that help students to apply mathematics to their everyday lives.  
Finally, places an emphasis on problem solving skills and 
technology activities to link mathematics to the real world. 
 
7TH GRADE APPLICATIONS AND CONNECTIONS - COURSE II 
 
 1.  Understanding concept of ratio, proportion, and percent. 
 2.  Number theory - prime and composite numbers; factors, multiples, and          
       factorization. 
 3.  Understanding concept and operations with fractions. 
 4.  Geometry - using lines, angles, and constructions; identify polygons,   
       quadrilaterals, and triangles. 
 
8TH GRADE APPLICATIONS AND CONNECTIONS - COURSE III 
 
 1.  Algebra- add, subtract, multiply, and divide integers; solve equations   
   with rational solutions; write algebraic expressions and   
    evaluate; graph points on the coordinate plane. 
 2.  Statistics- organize and interpret data; construct graphs and make   
    predictions. 
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3.  Geometry-identify 3-dimensional figures; relate surface area and   
   volume to formulas. 
 4.  Probability-conduct experiments with dependent and independent   
    events; make predictions using a tree diagram or sample   
    space. 
 
 
8th grade Advanced Math Courses 
 
Students are given the opportunity to take Algebra I or Pre-Algebra in 8th grade if their 
scores are high enough on the Algebra Aptitude Test, ITEDS, MAP Test and have 
earned at least a B average in 7th grade math. 
 
 Pre-Algebra - Prepares students for high school Algebra I as well as reviewing  
    basic math concepts. 
 
 Algebra I - This class is taken with high school students and earns high school  
   credit. However, the student must still take three math classes while 
   in high school. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
    7TH GRADE SCIENCE 

 
Life science is the focus of 7th grade science.  Beginning with the 
parts of cell and cell process, students continue studying bacteria, 
plants, and animals.  Human body systems are covered as well. 
 
STANDARDS 
 1.  Knows the features of life including cell functions, structure and their diversity. 
 2.  Understands the genetic bases for the transfer of biological characteristics 

     from one generation to the next, including the theory of evolution. 
 3.  Understands ecological concepts. 
 4.  Understands the nature of scientific methods. 
 5.  Understands the interactions of science, technology, and society. 
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8TH GRADE SCIENCE  
 
Physical science is the study of matter and energy.  Eighth graders learn standards of 
measurement and scientific inquiry before studying moving objects, acceleration, 
momentum, energy, thermal energy, and simple machines.  The periodic table is used 
as a tool for studying atomic structure, chemical bonding, elements and their properties, 
organic and biological compounds and useful materials like plastics and ceramics. 
Solution and chemical reactions, and acids, bases, and salts are later topics.  The year 
ends with a study of electricity as students wire their own circuits.  
  
STANDARDS 

1.  Understands basic concepts about the structure and properties of matter. 
 2.  Understands energy types, sources, and conversions and their relationship to  
       heat and temperature. 
 3.  Understands forces and motions and the principles that explain them. 
 4.  Understands the nature of scientific methods. 
 5.  Understands the interactions of science, technology and society. 
 
 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
 

Instrumental music is a chance for students to be creative, to enjoy 
learning about music and composers, and to develop skills on a musical 
instrument.  The basic skills of band are ensemble playing, critical 
thinking and evaluations, and goal setting.  Areas of participation for 
junior high students include concert band, marching band, solos and 
ensembles. 
 
Grading is based on ensemble playing and lessons.  Students are evaluated on their 
abilities to master the skills assigned.  Performances include a winter concert, a spring 
concert, the Homecoming parade, and solo/ensemble contest. 
 

 
JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR 

  
Middle school chorus is a great chance for students to develop their singing  
skills and abilities, and test out music in a non-threatening environment.  We  
strive to develop from one and two part music to three or more parts in  
middle school.  This can be a difficult time as middle school is a time when  
many things about ones voice may change, even day to day.  This is  
understood and worked with to strive for excellence in middle school chorus,  
and eventually Concert Choir.  
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The middle school chorus is open to any 7th or 8th grader!  This class is not required, 
but a lot is expected of those signing up.  They will be expected to be on time, 
courteous, push themselves, and be accepting of others.   
 
The middle school chorus meets every other day opposite of middle school band.  
Students will be required to sing at concerts and at the middle school variety show.  The 
main focuses of middle school chorus are:  learning music and it’s values, thinking 
outside the box, and most importantly…HAVING FUN! 
 

 
 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
Language is the means by which people communicate.  To speak standard English 
requires knowledge of grammar and standard usage.  To write requires knowledge of 
mechanics.  Reading is used in every aspect of life.  This is why we use three different 
books to cover language arts in concentrated areas. 
 
 

Books and Subject Areas 
 

Spelling 
 -Home Study Sheets 
 -Assignments 
 -Weekly Tests 
 
Literature 
 -Study the Reading Process 
 -Story Elements 
 -Genre 
 -Multicultural Views 
 
Grammar 
 -Usage 
 -Capitalization 
 -Punctuation 
 
 
These three areas are pulled together every nine weeks with essay writing.  Each 
writing process reviews drafting, revision, editing, and proof reading.  Areas of basic 
strategies are explored through exposition, persuasive, and descriptive writing.     
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FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE EXPLORATORY - 7TH GRADE 
 
This nine week course will explore some areas of food and 
nutrition. Students wil learn measuring techniques and basic food 
preparation. A variety of food and simple meals will be prepared.  
The student will also discuss food safety, sanitation, nutrition 
labeling, the food pyramid and making good use of resources in 
the kitchen.  The students will also discuss areas of individual and 
family health.         
 
 
EXPLORATORY FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE - 8th GRADE 
 
This is a nine week course which explores two areas of family and consumer science.  
The students will be introduced to basic textile construction and repair.  They will have 
the opportunity to use a variety of tools and supplies including the sewing machine.  A 
small pillow will be completed.  General care of clothing and laundry will be discussed. 
 
Students will also explore some areas of food and nutrition.  They will learn measuring 
techniques and basic food preparation.  A variety of food and simple meals will be 
prepared.  The student will also discuss food safety, sanitation, nutrition labeling, and 
the food pyramid. 
 
 

EXPLORATORY INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY -  8th GRADE     
 
In this nine week class, we use our imagination and pre-existing knowledge of cars to 
design CO2 cars.  The student will design six different cars and then pick one design to 
make the car out of.  Then the cars are raced against the other class members designs.  
After the races are completed, the rest of the time is spent on designing a mousetrap 
car.  This concept is made to distinguish the difference between the drive of a 
compressed CO2 cartridge and the pull string of the mousetrap car.  The student will 
notice that motion can be created in many different ways, either mechanically or 
pneumatically. 
 

INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY EXPLORATORY - 7TH GRADE 
 

In this nine week class, which introduces students to the four main areas of Industrial 
Technology:  Communication, Construction, Manufacturing, and Transportation.  The 
instruction in the four areas of Industrial Technology will be accomplished through group 
problem solving activities, lab safety, tool identification, and construction of a wood 
practice piece. 
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TAG MATH – 7th GRADE 
 
This math class will be taught at an accelerated rate to prepare students for taking 
Algebra I in 8th grade.  A student must be in the TAG (Talented and Gifted) program  
to take this course. 
  

8TH GRADE SPANISH 
 

This is an introductory course to the Spanish language.  The students 
will be introduced to the structure, sound system, and basic 
vocabulary of Spanish.  They will also learn about the culture, 
customs, and people in Spanish speaking countries in the world. 

 
  

7 HABITS OF HIGHLY EFFECTIVE TEENS - 7TH GRADE 
 

The lessons and activites in this class are based on the works of Dr. Stephen R. Covey 
and his book.  Empowering students to become more successful and highly effective 
have been broken down into modules that combine instruction and field tested activities.  
This class will have an art emphasis.  The seven habits are listed below.  
  
Take responsibility for your life    Define your mission and goals in life   
 Listen to people sincerely   Prioritize, and do the most important thing first 
 Work together to achieve more  Have an everyone can win attitude  
 Renew yourself regularly     
 

 
 8TH TECHNOLOGY CLASS 

 
This class is designed not only to increase students’ keyboarding skills but to properly 
format memos, letters, reports, and tables using Microsoft Word.  There will also be time 
spent working with Excel, Power Point, and exploring I Movie.  Students that score 70%  
meet the district’s technology literacy skills competency. 
 
 

CHOICES – 8TH GRADE 
 

This exploratory class will cover various topics important to junior high school students 
and their successful transition to adulthood.  Programs such as “Choices” and “Project 
Northland” will be utilized with particular emphasis on making good life choices. 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL CAREERS 
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All junior high students will explore their career interests and learn about the 16 Career 
Clusters that jobs fit into.  Students will take an interest inventory and determine which 
careers would be good matches.   

 
 
 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ART 
 
 

This class is a continuation of the topics that were started in elementary school.  Each 
technique will be explored more in depth in preparation for high school art.  Emphasis 
will be placed on the history behind the technique as well as the vocabulary that goes 
along with each design.  

 
 
 

DRIVERS EDUCATION 
 
To complete Driver’s Education, a student needs 30 hours of 
classroom and 6 hours of driving.  The course cost is set by 
the RRMR school board, and is offered during the month of 
June.   
A student receives 1 credit towards their graduation credits for 
earning a passing grade.  Students must have a permit to 
drive by June 1st of the current year in order to take Drivers Education. 

 
 

7TH GRADE READING 
 

Second chance reading is coursework that revolves around a proven set of research 
based strategies for secondary level students who are 2 to 5 levels below grade level in 
reading proficiency.  These specific strands improve reading comprehension. 
 
 

8TH GRADE READING 
 

The eighth grade students are taking their reading experiences to technology.  Sharing 
their favorite book by:  writing a new ending, making a poster on glogster, and creating a 
movie.  

EDUCATIONAL EQUITY POLICY 
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It is the policy of the RRMR Community School District not to discriminate on the basis 
of gender, race, national origin, creed, age, marital status, or disability in its educational 
programs, activities, or employment policies as required by Title VI and VII of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act, Title IX of the 1972 Educational Amendments, and Section 504 of the 
Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 
 
It is also the policy of this district that the curriculum content and instructional materials 
utilized reflect the cultural and racial diversity present in the United States and the 
variety of careers, roles, and lifestyles open to women as well as men in our society.  
One of the objectives of the total curriculum and teaching strategies is to reduce 
stereotyping and to eliminate bias on the basis of gender, race, ethnicity, religion and 
disability.  The curriculum should foster respect and appreciation for the cultural 
diversity found in our country and an awareness of the rights, duties, and responsibilities 
of each individual as a member of the pluralistic society. 
 
Inquiries regarding compliance with Title IX, Title VI, or Section 504 may be directed to 
Secondary Counselor, RRMR School, Rockford, Iowa, 50468, Phone:  (641) 756-3813, 
to the Director of the Iowa Civil Rights Commission, Des Moines, Iowa, or to the Director 
of the Region VII Office of Civil Rights, Department of Education, Kansas City, Missouri 


